[General knowledge of the performance of Mantoux-test procedure deemed inadequate].
To investigate whether health care professionals have sufficient knowledge of the Mantoux test procedure. Descriptive. The hospital pharmacy records of the Medisch Spectrum Twente, a large teaching hospital in Enschede (1034 beds), the Netherlands, were reviewed to determine which departments had performed Mantoux tests in 1996. The municipal health service and the industrial/occupational medicine department of the hospital were included in the investigation. Knowledge of the Mantoux test procedure was assessed in 44 randomly chosen health care professionals by means of a multiple-choice questionnaire. They were also asked how often they had performed Mantoux tests in 1996 and whether they thought themselves able to perform the total Mantoux test procedure correctly. The frequency of setting and/or reading the Mantoux test was generally low and varied per department. Ninety-three percent of the 44 subjects under investigation presumed themselves able to perform the Mantoux test correctly. From the questionnaire forty percent knew how to set a Mantoux test, while 15 of the 33 persons (45%) who had read a Mantoux reaction knew how to do this correctly. Nine of these 33 (27%) had sufficient knowledge to execute the whole Mantoux test procedure correctly. The knowledge of the correct Mantoux test procedure was significantly better among those who performed the Mantoux test more often. The theoretical knowledge regarding the Mantoux test is insufficient, especially among those health care professionals who rarely perform the test. It appears advisable to have the Mantoux tests performed by a few well-trained professionals.